Serious accusations circulated quickly through the town. Deborah Weston, an antislavery activist, reported to her sister in November 1839 that she had heard "adn awful story"
he would pay the fares of Betsey and the children to Darien, Georgia. "If they do not go," Molyneux hastened to add, "I will pay no more." Apparently, Nathan Johnson met with Molyneux in New York City later that fall and was assured that Molyneux would be at Darien to meet Betsey and her children and that Betsey's enslaved parents would be sent to Jamaica early in 1840. Molyneux's letters suggest that Betsey and the children were to arrive first in Georgia so that they could travel with their family to Jamaica.21 In a letter of 17 February 1840 offered as testimony to the Young Men's Anti-Slavery Society, David Ruggles, a prominent black abolitionist known for aiding fugitive slaves, recalled that he had heard that the Gibsons were to leave town and called on them "about a day or two before they left." Betsey Gibson, according to Ruggles, "said that she had made up her mind to go & trust in God." Nathan Johnson was present, and it was he who seemed most reluctant about the Gibsons' departure. He worried for them that returning to the South "seemed almost like going into the Lion[']s den & that there was great danger that they would be again enslaved." He only agreed to the plan because he felt "confident" that Molyneux would keep his word and send the Gibsons to Jamaica in fulfillment of Patrick Gibson's wishes, for according to Mrs. Gibson, "Mr. Gibson had frequently told her that it was his intention to settle the family somewhere under the British Government."22
To comply with Molyneux's apparent plan to send the Gib- 
